owens: We are talking today about the
new book you are writing, provisionally
titled At Home in Exile: Why Diaspo-

ra is Good for the Jews. At the heart of
your book is a tension that you describe
between Jewish universalism and Jewish
particularism. Could we start by laying
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like the Holocaust, but there are other
genocides—and in part because Israel is
now a relatively stable, pretty powerful,
economically dynamic society.

owens: Does universalism come nec-
essarily at the cost of particularism? In

the diaspora, does one need the other to
exist?

wolfe: I would just describe it as a ten-
sion. These are ideal types, so in reality,
there will be some blending of them all.
I think there are people who have striven
to combine them. | write in one chapter
about three thinkers—Simon Dubnow,
Simon Rawidowicz, and Ahad Ha'am,
whose original name was Asher Gins-
berg—all of whom were particularists.
They loved Hebrew, although Dubnow
also loved Yiddish, which the others did
not. They loved Jewish history. Dubnow
was the second greatest historian of
Jewish history. They were in love with
everything Jewish. But they were also
universalist. And if that is the form that
some future would take, that would be
great, | think.

owens: These examples seemto o er
the prospect of perhaps what Jewish
universalism looks like—the Jewish part
of the universalism, right?

wolfe: It could very well be.

owens: Judaism is a religious tradition
with a particular and special relation-
ship to place. The narratives of exile and
return are central. When you write that
“it is more important what Jews think
than where they live,” does this not
work against this central element in the
tradition?

wolfe: I would actually question that
place is central to Judaism. To illustrate,
let us compare it to Catholicism, which
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ing things taking place among younger
Jews in the United States that suggest
a more universalistic feature among at
least this segment of American Jewry.



your title, though, is it accurate to say that
Jews are now in exile? Israel exists, and
Israel protects Jews around the world.

It o ered a home to Jews who had been
persecuted en
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