




in May 2000, but by then its occupation had had a profound impact on Lebanese

politics.

Hezbollah emerges

While the formation of Hezbollah began in 1982, it would be two more years

before it came into shape as a coherent organisation. For Iran, the creation of

Hezbollah represented the realisation of the revolutionary state’s zealous campaign

to spread the message of the self-styled ‘‘Islamic revolution’’, whereas for Syria the

Shia party was a fortuitous instrument for preserving its interests: Syria’s alliance





The Shebaa farms file

Though Israel’s withdrawal was certified by the United Nations, Syria was not at all

enchanted with losing Hezbollah’s role as a willing device to pressure Israel. A few

months before the Israeli withdrawal, pro-Syrian figures led by Amal’s Nabih Berri

began talking about the Shebaa farms. 9 The farms are a 25 square kilometre patch

of land owned by Lebanese but located in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights

(there are, in fact, about two dozen anomalies along the Lebanese-Syrian

border – areas in which the border is either ambiguous or unsettled). While the

prevailing international view has been that all of the Golan Heights are occupied

Syrian territory, Lebanon – with Syrian support – now underlined its claim that the

farms were, in fact, Lebanese territory. Unless Israel withdrew from the farms as

well, its withdrawal from Lebanon woul



and its accumulating military arsenal provided by Iran and Syria, was successfully

deterring Israel from invading Lebanon again. In July 2006, this would be revealed

as wishful thinking.

Playing politics

Lebanon has a curious electoral system that is intended to accommodate its

mélange of confessional spirits, diverse regional interests and personal rivalries.











linked Salafi group that battled the Lebanese army in northern Lebanon through-

out the summer of 2007.24 The attack, which was encouraged and then applauded

by al-Qaeda number two Ayman al-Zawahiri, prompted national contingents to

seek the cooperation of Hezbollah to help deter and detect further attacks despite

the fact that such contacts contradicted the orders of General Claudio Graziano,

the UNIFIL commander, and the intentions of the Security Council. Much

like its predecessors in UNIFIL, which was first deployed in 1978, many of the

contingents have also developed valuable ties with the local population, which can

be an important source of mission and security-related intelligence. So long

as UNIFIL sustains its neutral stance it will find a lot of support in the local

population, but that suggests that UNIFIL will function as a buffer not the assertive

force envisaged in some quarters in 2006.

Postwar Lebanon

Notwithstanding the celebration of Hezbollah’s ‘‘victory’’ in the war in the wider

Arab world, closer to home there was more questioning of the party’s motives and

the consequences, which included a reconstruction bill estimated at $4–5 billion

and a heavy toll in lives and personal property: 1,109 dead civilians, and 15,000

family homes destroyed. Much of the cross-confession solidarity that developed in

the final weeks of the war, as Lebanon was being pounded by Israel, quickly faded.

Just to facilitate internal transportation, 78 bridges would have to be rebuilt. The



the organisation of being an agent of Syria and Iran with the ultimate aim of

installing a theocratic Islamic Republic on the shores of the Mediterranean.

The second Lebanon is also a coalition, consisting mostly of the southern

Lebanese Shia community (mainly Hezbollah and Amal) and large elements of

the Christian community – especially the many followers of the magnetic Maronite

politician and former General Michel Aoun. This group is somewhat confusingly

called the March 8 group, in commemoration of the large demonstration mounted

by Hezbollah and Amal on 8 March 2005 ostensibly to respect Hariri’s

memory but also to thank Syria for its supposed role in maintaining peace in

the country.25 The ‘‘Aounists’’ and Shia share a profound sense of victimisation

in the face of what they see as a corrupt and unresponsive political system. The slow

pace of government payments to those who lost their homes thanks to Israel’s

relentless bombing is widely viewed as an example of the latter, much in contrast

to Hezbollah’s speedy distribution of $12,000 payments to each family made

homeless by the war. The opposition alliance, formally sealed in a written compact

on February 2006, has proven remarkably durable.26 Most basically, the opposition

is trying to expand its share of power in significant measure especially at the

expense of the traditional Christian elite and the Sunni Muslims. It is the threat

of a decline in Sunni prerogatives and power in Lebanon that has prompted Saudi



In Western circles and in the March 14 group, Hezbollah and the Aounists are

perceived as trying to protect Syria by stifling efforts to authorise an international

tribunal to try those accused of responsibility for the killing of Hariri





Command, a group aligned with Syria, allegedly did provide it with limited help.29

The Lebanese stared into the abyss, and across the confessional and

ideological spectrum voiced support for the army. Arguably, the army is the

only national institution that is f






