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RELIGION AND THE ROOTS OF CLIMATE 
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Introduction	  

In	  the	  face	  of	  a	  robust	  scientific	  consensus	  that	  the	  Earth’s	  climate	  is	  slowly	  changing,	  and	  that	  

humans	  are	  at	  least	  partly	  responsible	  for	  this	  change,	  a	  persistent	  and	  vocal	  minority	  of	  skeptics,	  

and	  some	  outright	  deniers,	  has	  gained	  traction	  in	  American	  public	  discourse.	  	  

Some	  of	  the	  climate	  change	  skeptics	  focus	  their	  criticism	  on	  scientific	  findings	  about	  global	  

warming	  trends;	  many	  others	  deny	  human	  responsibility	  for	  the	  trends.	  	  

But	  in	  both	  cases,	  religious	  beliefs	  about	  God’s	  sovereignty	  often	  undergird	  the	  skepticism	  and	  

influence	  the	  larger	  debates	  about	  how	  societies	  can	  mitigate	  climate	  change	  or	  adapt	  our	  way	  of	  

life	  to	  adjust	  to	  the	  new	  realities.	  
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This	  summer	  a	  very	  large	  new	  front	  in	  the	  religion	  and	  science	  conversation	  will	  open	  up	  when	  

Pope	  Francis	  releases	  his	  much-‐discussed	  encyclical	  on	  creation,	  the	  environment,	  and	  climate	  

change.	  We	  will	  hear	  much	  about	  it	  his	  fall	  when	  he	  visits	  the	  United	  States	  and	  addresses	  a	  joint	  

session	  of	  Congress	  as	  well	  as	  the	  General	  Assembly	  of	  the	  United	  Nations.	  

To	  help	  us	  make	  sense	  of	  it	  all,	  we	  have	  invited	  two	  exceptional	  scholars,	  one	  an	  evangelical	  

Protestant	  and	  the	  other	  Catholic,	  to	  talk	  about	  the	  relationship	  between	  Christianity	  and	  climate	  

change	  denial.	  Our	  lead	  speaker	  is	  atmospheric	  scientist	  Katharine	  Hayhoe,	  who	  will	  present	  for	  

about	  35	  minutes,	  followed	  by	  a	  10-‐minute	  response	  from	  theologian	  Steve	  Pope.	  

	  

Keynote	  speaker:	  Katharine	  Hayhoe	  
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She	  received	  a	  B.Sc.	  in	  physics	  and	  astronomy	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Toronto	  and	  an	  M.S.	  and	  a	  

Ph.D.	  in	  atmospheric	  science	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Illinois	  at	  Urbana-‐Champaign.	  

	  

Respondent:	  Stephen	  Pope	  

Stephen	  Pope	  is	  Professor	  of	  Theology	  at	  Boston	  College,	  where	  his	  very	  popular	  courses	  range	  

across	  social	  and	  theological	  ethics,	  with	  particular	  focus	  on	  science	  and	  ethics,	  on	  St.	  Thomas	  

Aquinas,	  and	  on	  virtue.	  	  

He	  is	  the	  author	  of	  the	  books	  The	  Evolution	  of	  Altruism	  and	  the	  Ordering	  of	  Love	  (GUPO	  1994)	  and	  

Human	  Evolution	  and	  Christian	  Ethics	  (CUP	  2007),	  and	  the	  editor	  of	  scholarly	  books	  on	  St.	  Thomas	  

Aquinas	  and	  on	  Jesuit	  liberation	  theologian	  Jon	  Sobrino.	  

He	  received	  a	  B.A.	  from	  Gonzaga	  University	  and	  an	  M.A.	  and	  Ph.D.	  in	  theological	  ethics	  from	  the	  

University	  of	  Chicago	  Divinity	  School.	  


