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University Council on Teaching Meeting of Tuesday, February 9, 2021 12:30-2:00, Zoom 
Meeting  

Attendees: Kathleen Bailey, Billy Soo, Patricia Tabloski, Anna Karpovsky, Daniel Daly, 
Julia Devoy, Jacqueline Lerner, Kristin Heyer, Jessica Black, Sarah Castricum, Shaylonda 
Barton, Stacy Grooters, Sylvia Sellers-Garcia, Peter Pinto  
 
The meeting began with an update on the CTE and its roundtable events. The current series of 
roundtables will continue after their strong success last semester. There is a roundtable upcoming 
that will focus on contemporary approaches to trauma informed pedagogy that we hope will help 
raise awareness of something very relevant in the world today and will take into account 
questions and concerns of teachers and students. The CTE will keep the current roundtable 
format in place but is currently looking for more informal conversations. In addition, junior 
faculty conversations on teaching have also been conducted that follow a similar format but are 
offered only to faculty who are in their first and second year at BC. This junior faculty program 
is ongoing with the first session taking place last week and three more this semester and four 



 
The purpose of the syllabus search tool is to assist students with registration since it allows them 
to survey the class and its requirements without registering and then determining whether they 



A committee member then proposed the creation of a subcommittee that would investigate 
successful innovations on other campuses that address student mental health. The committee 
would champion these policies internally for possible approval and implementation. Two 
committee members then volunteered to lead the project, but all other members are encouraged 
to participate as well.  
 
The committee then moved to discussing Academic Advising.  Regarding student feedback, 
many students have expressed disappointment with their advisors in that many have failed to 
show up to meetings or have been inexperienced in the field of their advisee’s major. The 
students were very vocal in their complains, especially that relating to incoming freshman 
orientation. A committee member than suggested inviting Joe Desciak, director of the Academic 
Advising Center to meet with the committee to discuss how to improve the mechanism by which 
advisors are assigned to students.  
 
CSOM, CSON and LSOE advising seem to be working very well. MCAS is the only school with 
significant issues. Only HCE students did not have significant issues due to the fact that the 
engineering department was purposeful in assigning prospective engineering students faculty 
advisors based in engineering.  
 
The chair then asked the committee who they would like to hear from at the next meeting? This 
could include someone from either the academic integrity audit office, the academic advising 
center, or UGBC.  
 
The committee then agreed that the academic integrity center and UGBC may be more 
universally applicable since advising for students is only MCAS problem and thus they should be 
prioritized. Additionally, advising and academic integrity are much more pressing.  
 
A committee member then suggested that student input would be most valuable and asked 
whether there is an advisory council of students that could contribute to various meetings such as 
this. He then asked whether there should be a student rep on the UCT? This suggestion was 
tabled until a future meeting. 
 
Lastly, TAMES cycles are due October 4th. Thus, by the October 18th UCT meeting everything 
should be ready. Two committee members are required to review these grants. TAM grants are 
not until February however. No call for proposals has been set out yet as the committee fears 
faculty may be overwhelmed by emails currently. An email will be sent however to select faculty 
and department administrators to remind them of the TAMES grants.  
 
Sincerely Submitted, 
Peter Pinto  
 
 
  


