
Pulled Up Short with Stanton Wortham

How can education be about acquiring nothing?
Featuring René Arcilla with Samantha Ha (guest host) and Chris Higgins
(commentator)
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Stanton Wortham ����
8FMDPNF�UP�1VMMFE�6Q�4IPSU��5IJT�JT�B�QPEDBTU�UIBU�T EFWPUFE�UP�B�QBSUJDVMBS�LJOE�PG �BDUJWJUZ�XIFSF
XF�SF�UPME�TPNF�OFX�QFSTQFDUJWFT�PO�UIJOHT�UIBU�DBVTF VT�UP�TUPQ�UP�CF�QVMMFE�VQ�TIPSU�BOE�UIJOL�B
MJUUMF�CJU�BCPVU�TPNFUIJOH�UIBU�XF�CFMJFWFE�CVU�XIJDI UVSOT�PVU�OPU�UP�CF�USVF�PS�BU�MFBTU�UIBU�XF
OFFE�UP�SFDPOTJEFS�CBTFE�PO�TPNF�OFX�JOGPSNBUJPO�UIBU XF�WF�CFFO�HJWFO�

5IJT�JT�BO�JNQPSUBOU�UIJOH�UP�EP��*U�SFRVJSFT�UIBU XF�SFDPHOJ[F�EFFQMZ�IFME�QSFTVQQPTJUJPOT�UIBU�XF
FOUFSUBJO�UIF�QPTTJCJMJUZ�UIBU�PVS�UZQJDBM�XBZT�PG VOEFSTUBOEJOH�BSF�JODPNQMFUF�PS�EJTUPSUJOH��8F�OFFE
UP�CF�PQFO�UP�RVFTUJPOT�BOE�BMUFSOBUJWF�GPSNVMBUJPOT PG �CBTJD�JTTVFT�UIBU�XF�UFOE�UP�UBLF�GPS�HSBOUFE�
8F�IBWF�UP�CF�XJMMJOH�UP�DPOTJEFS�BMUFSOBUJWF�XBZT PG �UIJOLJOH��5IJT�SFRVJSFT�B�DPNNJUNFOU�UP
JNBHJOBUJPO�UP�TFFJOH�UIF�XPSME�JO�OFX�XBZT�B�DPNNJUNFOU UP�TZTUFNBUJDBMMZ�JORVJSJOH�CBTFE�PO
FWJEFODF�BOE�SFBTPO�XIFSFWFS�JU�MFBET�B�DPNNJUNFOU UP�CFJOH�PQFO�UP�NPWJOH�CFZPOE�EPHNBUJTN
BOE�DPOTJEFSJOH�BMUFSOBUJWF�CFMJFGT�BOE�QSBDUJDFT PS�DPNNJUNFOU�UP�DPOWFSTBUJPO�UP�MJTUFOJOH�EFFQMZ
UP�PUIFST�BOE�JORVJSJOH�KPJOUMZ�

4P�JO�FBDI�FQJTPEF�XF�SF�HPJOH�UP�IFBS�GSPN�TPNFPOF XIP�IBT�BO�JOTJHIU�PS�TPNFUIJOH�XF�EPO�U
UZQJDBMMZ�UIJOL�BCPVU�UIBU�SFRVJSFT�VT�UP�CF�QVMMFE VQ�TIPSU�UP�SFUIJOL�TPNFUIJOH�UIBU�XF�UFOE�UP�UBLF
GPS�HSBOUFE��"OE�XF�IPQF�UIBU�ZPV�MM�FOKPZ�

Samantha Ha ����
)J�FWFSZPOF�UIBOLT�GPS�UVOJOH�JO��8FMDPNF�UP�BOPUIFS FQJTPEF�PG �1VMMFE�6Q�4IPSU��.Z�OBNF�JT
4BN�BOE�UPEBZ�*ǠN�EFMJHIUFE�UP�TFSWF�BT�B�HVFTU�IPTU GPS�UIJT�FQJTPEF�XJUI�UXP�QFPQMF�XIP�*�HSFBUMZ
BENJSF�BT�QFPQMF�NFOUPST�BOE�MFBEJOH�TDIPMBST�JO UIF�GJFME�PG �QIJMPTPQIZ�PG �FEVDBUJPO��5PEBZ�XF
IBWF�XJUI�VT�3FO¥�"SDJMMB�XIP�JT�B�1SPGFTTPS�PG 1IJMPTPQIZ�PG �&EVDBUJPO�BU�/FX�:PSL�6OJWFSTJUZ�
8F�BSF�BMTP�MVDLZ�UP�IBWF�$ISJT�)JHHJOT�XIP�JT�BMTP B�1SPGFTTPS�BOE�1IJMPTPQIFS�PG �&EVDBUJPO�IFSF
BU�#PTUPO�$PMMFHF�XIP�XJMM�KPJO�VT�BT�B�EJTDVTTBOU
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4VSF��)J�FWFSZPOF�BOE�UIBOLT�GPS�UVOJOH�JO���8IBU *ǠE�MJLF�UP�FYBNJOF�XJUI�ZPV�BMM�UPEBZ�JT�UIF

RVFTUJPO�PG �FEVDBUJPO���8IBU is FEVDBUJPO�FYBDUMZ *OJUJBMMZ�JO�LFFQJOH�XJUI�UIF�QPEDBTU�TFSJFT
UIFNF�*ǠE�MJLF�UP�EFTDSJCF�IPX�UIJT�RVFTUJPO�DBO QVMM�VT�VQ�TIPSU�TJNQMZ�CFDBVTF�JU�TFFNT�TP
VOTFSJPVT���*U�TPVOET�MJLF�UIF�LJOE�PG �XSFODI�POFNJHIU�UISPX�JOUP�B�DPOWFSTBUJPO�UP�EFNBOE�B�CJU�PG







Samantha Ha �����
*�UIJOL�TP�NVDI�BCPVU�FEVDBUJPO�BOE�NBZCF�XIFO�* TBZ�FEVDBUJPO�IFSF�*�NFBO�TDIPPMJOH�SBUIFS�JU
SFWPMWFT�BSPVOE�UIJT�JEFB�PG �BDRVJSJOH�TPNFUIJOH� *�UIJOL�BCPVU�UIF�JEFBT�PG �PCKFDUJWFT�HPBMT�HSBEF
TLJMMT��5IPTF�BSF�BMM�UIJOHT�UIBU�ZPV�DBO�BDRVJSF BOE�QPTTFTT�MJLF�ZPV�TBJE�UIJOHT�UIBU�*�DBO�MJTU PO�B
USBOTDSJQU�PS�NZ�SFTVNF�GPS�FYBNQMF��"OE�TP�JU�TFFNT UP�NF�MJLF�ZPV�SF�QSPQPTJOH�TPNFUIJOH
EJGGFSFOU�UIBO�UIBU�TPNF�BMUFSOBUJWF�UP�UIJT�GBNJMJBS DPODFQU�PG �FEVDBUJPO��"OE�TP�*�N�HPOOB�EP�UIF
FBTZ�UIJOH�BT�ZPV�TBZ�BOE�BTL�ZPV�UP�IBOE�NF�UIF BOTXFS��4P�XIBU�JT�UIJT�BMUFSOBUJWF�DPODFQUJPO�PG
FEVDBUJPO �)PX�IPX�DBO�XF�UIJOL�BCPVU�JU�PUIFSXJTF 

René Arcilla �����
:FBI�XFMM�*�EPVCU�*�DBO�EP�NPSF�UIBO�NFSFMZ�JOUSPEVDF JU���#VU�*ǠN�HMBE�UP�USZ�CFDBVTF�JUǠT�SPPUFE�JO
XIBU�BMXBZT�NBLFT�NF�TNJMF�BCPVU�IPX�NZ�TUPSZ�DPOUJOVFE� *U�UVSOT�PVU�UIBU�*�FOEFE�VQ�DIPPTJOH
$IJDBHP�BGUFS�BMM�GSPN�BNPOH�UIF�TDIPPMT�UIBU�BDDFQUFE NF�BOE�UIBU�+BDLTPO�EJE�CFDPNF�NZ
NFOUPS���0ODF�*�KPJOFE�UIJT�JOUFMMFDUVBM�DPNNVOJUZ *�MFBSOFE�GSPN�B�MPU�PG �PUIFS�UFBDIFST�BOE
TUVEFOUT�UPP�BT�*�TUJMM�EP�UPEBZ���#VU�*�XPVMEOǠU CF�TQFBLJOH�UP�ZPV�BMM�SJHIU�OPX�JG �JU�XFSFOǠU�GPS UIF
FYBNQMF�IF�TFU�GPS�NF���)F�CSPBDIFE�UIF�QBUI�UIBU MFE�UP�PVS�NFFUJOH�

:FT�TPNFUIJOH�JO�NF�GMJQQFE�CFUXFFO�UIF�NPNFOU�* GMFE�IJT�PGGJDF�BGUFS�UIBU�GJSTU�WJTJU�BOE�UIF
NPNFOU�*�HJOHFSMZ�SFUVSOFE�BGUFS�BDDFQUJOH�$IJDBHPǠT PGGFS�PG �BENJTTJPO���+BDLTPOǠT�RVFTUJPOJOH�PG
UIF�WFSZ�DPODFQU�PG �FEVDBUJPO�IBE�IBMUFE�NF�JO�NZ USBDLT�BOE�IJT�JOTJTUFOU�QVSTVJU�PG �UIJT
RVFTUJPOJOH�JHOPSJOH�BMM�UIF�TPDJBM�QSPCMFNT�UIBU DSJFE�PVU�GPS�FEVDBUJPOBM�BTTJTUBODF�SFQFMMFE� :FU�*
DBNF�CBDL���8IZ ��8IBU�JT�JU�BCPVU�IJT�RVFTUJPO�UIBU VMUJNBUFMZ�BQQFBMFE�UP�NF 

"MUIPVHI�UIJT�BQQFBM�TQVSSFE�NZ�UBLJOH�B�DIBODF�PO $IJDBHP�BOE�+BDLTPO�BOE�UIFO�HSFX�JOUP�BO
FOEVSJOH�DBMMJOH�JO�NZ�MJGF�JUT�OBUVSF�TUJMM�FMVEFT BOE�IBVOUT�NF���0ODF�*�BDDFQUFE�FWFO�UIF�QPTTJCJMJUZ
UIBU�*�EJEOǠU�LOPX�UIF�USVF�NFBOJOH�PG �FEVDBUJPO UIBU�FEVDBUJPO�DPVME�CF�BCPVU�NPSF�UIBO�UIF
BDRVJTJUJPO�PG �LOPXMFEHF�BOE�UIF�TPMWJOH�PG �TPDJBMQSPCMFNT�UIJT�JHOPSBODF�JOTUFBE�PG �SFOEFSJOH�NF
VOBCMF�UP�FEVDBUF�PS�CF�FEVDBUFE�PQFOFE�NF�UP�TPNFUIJOH UIBU�GFFMT�MJLF�B�SFBM�POHPJOH�FEVDBUJPO�
"GUFS�EFDBEFT�PG �QBSUJDJQBUJOH�JO�JU�IFSF�BSF�TPNFNPEFTU�JODPODMVTJWF



XPOEFS�JG �UIFZ�BSF�BT�B�SVMF�OPU�DFOUFSFE�PO�TPVSDFT�PG �LOPXMFEHF



SFKFDUJPO�XFSF�JOTQJSFE�CZ�BOE�FYQSFTTFE�TPNFUIJOH�CFBVUJGVM�BOE�NZTUFSJPVT ��8IBU�JG �JU�USBOTNJUT
XPOEFS�BU�UIPTF�UIJOHT�UIBU�JOUFSFTU�VT�JO�UIF�XPSME JOEFFE�XPOEFS�BU�UIF�XPSME�JUTFMG�ESBXJOH�VT
EFFQFS�JOUP�JU ��*OTUFBE�PG �QSFPDDVQZJOH�PVSTFMWFTXJUI�UIF�MJGF�XF�NJHIU�MPTF�BOE�UIBU�PUIFST
QSFTVNBCMZ�EPOǠU�IBWF�TVQQPTF�XF�TFU�PVU�UP�BSUJDVMBUF UPHFUIFS�JO�RVFTUJPOT�UIBU�BSF�FWFS�NPSF
EFUBJMFE�BOE�FODPNQBTTJOH�XIBU�XF�NJHIU�MJWF�GPS 

Samantha Ha �����
*�EFGJOJUFMZ�UIJOL�UIBU�UIJT�WFSTJPO�PG �FEVDBUJPOZPV�SF�QSPQPTJOH�JT�WFSZ�EJGGFSFOU�UIBO�IPX�TDIPPMT
BSF�VTVBMMZ�DPODFJWFE��"OE�*�UIJOL�JU�QVMMT�NF�VQ TIPSU�GPS�UIBU�W



XJTI�UIPVHI�UIBU�XF�XFSF�CFUUFS�QSFQBSFE�UP�VOEFSTUBOE�BOE�BQQSFDJBUF�UIF�NFBOJOH�PG �XIBU�XBT
ESBXJOH�VT���8F�NJHIU�XPOEFS�BCPVU�IPX�PUIFST�BSUJDVMBUFE GFBUVSFT�PG �UIFJS�FYQFSJFODF�PG �CFJOH�MFE
PVU�BOE�IPX�UIFZ�NJHIU�TIPX�VT�XIBU�JO�PVS�FYQFSJFODFT NJHIU�HVJEF�VT���"T�NBOZ�IBWF�BGGJSNFE
UIJT�LJOE�PG �UFMM�BOE�TIPX�JT�BU�UIF�DFOUFS�PG �IVNBOJUJFT�CBTFEMJCFSBM�MFBSOJOH���4VQQPSUJOH�TVDI
MFBSOJOH�UIBU�FOSJDIFT�PVS�FEVDBUJPO�JO�UIF�TFDPOE







CVTJOFTT�UIBU�T�JNQPSUBOU�BOE�JU�EPFT�JU�XFMM��*U�T�KVTU�OPU�UIF�XIPMF�UIJOH��8IJDI�JT�JU �$IPPTF�ZPVS
QPJTPO�IFSF�3FOF�

René Arcilla �����
'JSTU�PG �BMM�*�UIJOL�ZPV�BOTXFSFE�UIF�RVFTUJPO�CFDBVTF *�NFBO�*�XBOU�UP�TBZ�BMM�UISFF�SJHIU ��*�NFBO
BMM�UISFF�BSF�BCTPMVUFMZ�SJHIU��*�LOPX�ZPV�SF�OPU HPJOH�UP�MFU�NF�HFU�BXBZ�XJUI�UIBU��#VUǩZFT�*�EPO�U
UIJOL�TDIPPMJOH�JT�UIF�XIPMF�UIJOH��*�UIJOL�XIBU�T NJTTJOH�JO�TDIPPMT�JT�BO�BUUFOUJPO�UP�UIJT�MBSHFS
TFOTF�PG �FEVDBUJPO�XIJDI�ZPV�LOPX�XF�TDIPPMT�DPVMEEP�B�CFUUFS�KPC�PG �USZJOH�UP�BEESFTT��4P
QFSIBQT�POF�PG �UIF�UIJOHT�UIBU�TDIPPMT�DPVME�EP�XJUI UIF�JEFB�UIBU�UIFZ�SF�OPU�UIF�XIPMF�UIJOH�JT�TBZ
PLBZ�NBZCF�XF�OFFE�UP�TUSFOHUIFO�NPSF�UIF�QBSU�PG TDIPPMJOH�UIBU�BEESFTTFT�UIJT�MBSHFS�TFOTF�PG
FEVDBUJPO�QBSUJDVMBSMZ�JO�QSPHSBNT�PG �MJCFSBM�MFBSOJOH�"OE�UIFO�ZPV�LOPX�BMPOH�XJUI�UIJT�DPNFT�B
SFBTPO�GPS�GVSUIFSJOH�UIF�DSJUJRVF�PG �BMM�UIF�TUVGG JO�TDIPPMT�UIBU�EPFTO�U�TFFN�UP�CF�SFBMMZ�DPOOFDUFE
UP�FJUIFS�MFBSOJOH�PS�FEVDBUJPO�JO�UIJT�MBSHFS�TFOTF� :PV�LOPX�*�UIJOL�UIBU�ZFBIǩ

Chris Higgins �����
"MSJHIU�*�MM�MFU�ZPV�IBWF�ZPVS�DBLF�BOE�FBU�JU�UPP BOE�BMTP�TFSWF�JU�UP�TPNFCPEZ��*ǠMM�MFU�ZPV�IBWF BMM
UISFF�BOTXFST�JG �ZPV�UFMM�NF�NPSF�BCPVU�UIJT�JEFBPG �ZPVST�UIBU�JO�PSEFS�UP�NBLF�TDIPPMJOH�TUSPOHFS
BOE�JO�QBSUJDVMBS�UP�NBLF�JU�IFMQ�VT�DPOOFDU�XJUI UIJT�PUIFS�LJOE�PG �FEVDBUJPO�SFRVJSFT
TUSFOHUIFOJOH�MJCFSBM�MFBSOJOH��"OE�*�DBO�JNBHJOF TPNFPOF�TBZJOH�UIF�TDIPPM�DVSSJDVMVN�JT�B
SFGMFDUJPO�PG �UIF�PME�MJCFSBM�BSUT�NPEFM��5IBU�T�XIZFWFSZCPEZ�IBT�UP�UBLF�TPNF�NBUI�TPNF�IJTUPSZ
TPNF�MBOHVBHF�TPNF�TDJFODF��*U�T�FWFO�XIZ�ZPV�LOPX XIBU�EJE�UIFZ�TBZ�JO�-BUJO mens sana incorpore
sano, B�IFBMUIZ�NJOE�BOE�B�IFBMUIZ�CPEZ �*U�T�FWFO XIZ�XF�IBWF�TQPSUT�BOE�ESBNB��4P�EPO�U�XF
BMSFBEZ�TDIPPM�XJUI�TPNFUIJOH�MJLF�UIF�MJCFSBM�BSUT JO�NJOE �4P�XIBU�OFFET�UP�CF�JNQSPWFE �"OE�IPX
XPVME�UIBU�IFMQ�VT�HFU�CBDL�UP�ZPVS�FQJQIBOZ�BCPVU FEVDBUJPO�JT�CFJOH�MFE�PVU 

René Arcilla �����
8FMM�*�UIJOL�ZPV�BOE�*�*�BHSFF�UIBU�B�MPU�PG �UIFBDUVBM�QSBDUJDF�PG �MJCFSBM�BSUT�FEVDBUJPO�UPEBZ�IBT
CFDPNF�LJOE�PG �TUVMUJGJFE�BOE�TDMFSPUJD��:PV�LOPX *�NFBO�JU�T�USVF�UIBU�XF�DPOUJOVF�UP�ZPV�LOPX
JEFOUJGZ�B�QJFDF�PG �MFBSOJOH�XJUI�UIJT�JEFB�PG �UIFMJCFSBM�BSUT�BOE�UIFSF�JT�UIJT�SFTJEVBM�DPOOFDUJPO XJUI
UIF�USBEJUJPO��#VU�*�UIJOL�UIBU�ZPV�LOPX�POF�DPVME NBLF�B�DBTF�UIBU�XF�WF�BSHVBCMZ�GPSHPUUFO�XIBU
UIF�QPJOU�PG �UIJT�B�MBSHF�QBSU�PG �UIF�QPJOU�PG �UIJTMFBSOJOH�JT�BCPVU��:PV�LOPX�XIFO�XF�TBZ�UIBU�UIF
MJCFSBM�BSUT�BSF�BCPVU�GSFFEPN �8IBU�FYBDUMZ�EP�XF NFBO�CZ�GSFFEPN�IFSF 

4P�ZPV�LOPX�NZ�QBSU�PG �XIBU�*�N�JOUFSFTUFE�JO�JT JT�USZJOH�UP�DPOOFDU�XIBU�SFNBJOT�PG �PVS
DPNNJUNFOU�UP�MJCFSBM�FEVDBUJPO�XJUI�UIF�JEFB�UIBU UIFSF�JT�TPNF�LJOE�PG �GVOEBNFOUBM�FEVDBUJPO
HPJOH�PO�XJUI�UIBU�T�SPPUFE�JO�MJGF�JUTFMG�XIBU�JU NFBOT�UP�MJWF�B�MJGF�XIBU�JU�NFBOT�UP�IBWF�UIJT



KVTU�ZPV�LOPX�VOJWFSTJUZ�TFNJOBS�SPPNT�BOE�TPSU�PG �USBEJUJPOBM�GPSNT�CZ�TBZJOH�PLBZ�XIBU�JT�UIF
GVOEBNFOUBM�DPODFQUJPO�PG �FEVDBUJPO�UIBU�UIBU�T�BU TUBLF�IFSF 

Chris Higgins �����
*U�SFNJOET�NF�PG �TPNFUIJOH�%FXFZ�TBZT�+PIO�%FXFZXIFSF�IF�TBZT�UIBU�GPS�UIPVTBOET�PG �ZFBST
QFPQMF�XPVME�IBWF�UIPVHIU�JU�SFBMMZ�XFJSE�UIBU�XF XPVME�USZ�UP�JOWFOU�BO�JOTUJUVUJPO�UIBU�POMZ
FEVDBUFT�CFDBVTF�BMM�BU�BMM�JOTUJUVUJPOT�FEVDBUF�BOE TIBQF�IVNBO�CFJOHT�BOE�IVNBO�MJGF�JO�TPNF�XBZ�
"OE�UIFO�IF�TBJE�FWFO�XPSTF�JT�UIFO�JG �XF�SF�HPJOH UP�GBMM�JOUP�UIJT�LJOE�PG �BNOFTJB�BOE�UIJOL�UIBU
UIFSFGPSF�POMZ�UIBU�JOTUJUVUJPO�FEVDBUFT��#FDBVTF JU�T�UIF�POF�UIBU�USJFT�UP�EP�JU�TP�TJOHMF�NJOEFEMZ TP
XF�EPO�U�XBOU�UP�IBWF�UIBU�LJOE�PG �NZPQJB��3FOF�ZFBI UIBOLT��5IBOL�ZPV�TP�NVDI��*U�XBT�HPPE�UP
UBML�UP�ZPV�BCPVU�UIFTF�JEFBT�

René Arcilla �����
5IJT�JT�B�HSFBU�DPOWFSTBUJPO��*�XJTI�JU�DPVME�HP�PO BOE�PO�BOE�PO��"OE�PG �DPVSTF�JU�XJMM�$ISJT�SJHIU�

Chris Higgins �����
:FT�BCTPMVUFMZ�

Samantha Ha �����
0G �DPVSTF�JU�XJMM�DPOUJOVF�IPQFGVMMZ�UPP�XJUI�PUIFS GPMLT�XIP�BSF�MJTUFOJOH��)PQFGVMMZ�UIFZ�IBWF
NVDI�GPPE�GPS�UIPVHIU��5IBOL�ZPV�3FOF�GPS�TIBSJOH ZPVS�UIPVHIUT�XJUI�VT�UPEBZ��"OE�UIBOL�ZPV
$ISJT�GPS�BT�BMXBZT�BTLJOH�UIF�UPVHI�RVFTUJPOT�

René Arcilla �����
:PVǠSF�WFSZ�XFMDPNF�

Chris Higgins �����
5IBOLT�GPS�IBWJOH�NF�

Samantha Ha �����
4P�UIBU�T�UIF�FOE�PG �PVS�FQJTPEF�GPS�UPEBZ�BCPVU�UIFBMMVSF�BOE�NZTUFSZ�PG �FEVDBUJPO��+PJO�VT�OFYU
XFFL�XIFO�XF�XFMDPNF�#FDDB�-PXFOIBVQU�XIP�JT�HPJOH UP�IFMQ�VT�RVFTUJPO�UIF�EPNJOBOU
OBSSBUJWF�UIBU�TFFT�UIJT�QBOEFNJD�ZFBS�POMZ�BT�B�ZFBS PG �MFBSOJOH�MPTT�GPS�TDIPPM�DIJMESFO��"T�BMXBZT JG
ZPV�MJLF�PVS�QPEDBTU�XF�IPQF�ZPV�TVCTDSJCF�TP�ZPV EPO�U�NJTT�BO�FQJTPEF��4FF�ZPV�OFYU�XFFL�


