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1) Have formal learning outcomes been developed?  

Students enrolled in RLL Literature Core courses will be expected, at the end of the course, to 
demonstrate the following abilities: 

¶ Students will demonstrate the ability to read and evaluate texts critically. 

¶ Students will demonstrate proficiency in employing academic prose to effectively sustain an 
original literary argument supported by textual evidence. 

¶ Students will demonstrate an understanding of the differences between literary genres. 

¶ Students will be familiar with representative texts drawn from a wide range of periods and be 
equipped to engage in an informed and critical way with similar texts in the future. 

¶ Students will be able to identify and analyze the distinctive features of literary productions. 

2)   Where are these learning outcomes published?  

They are published on the "About" page of the RLL Department website:  

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/morrissey/departments/romance-
languages/about.html 

3.)  Other than GPA, what data/evidence is used to determine whether graduates have achieved 
the stated outcomes for the degree?  (What evidence and analytical approaches do you use to 
assess which of the student learning outcomes are being achieved more or less well?)                               

A.  Direct Evidence: Analysis in-class discussions, quizzes and exams, and a representative 
sampling of final papers. 

B. Indirect Evidence: Student survey. An online Qualtrics student survey is administered in each 
Lit Core class, asking how well they believe they have achieved the learning outcomes, what they 





 3 

Nevertheless, instructors did note that students sometimes demonstrated some 
confusion in their terminology. For instance, while they recognize the difference between 
poetry and prose, they sometimes used the terms “cuento” (short story) and “novela” 
(novel) interchangeably. Instructors will focus on clarifying these terms in future 
semesters.” 

Results of 2023 Assessment Process: 

Both the examination of student work and the students’ own feedback (via the online Qualtrics 
survey) concluded that this learning outcome has been met. In the online survey, the 
overwhelming majority of the 68 students who responded indicated that they "strongly” agreed 
and  8 “mildly” agreed that the LO had been reached. 

However, last year’s cohort – in addition to the 4 sections of Spanish “Contextos” (taught in 
Spanish) included one Lit Core section conducted entirely in English (“Love, Sexuality and Gender: 
The Western Literary Tradition”). Final assessment of student work by the professor in question 
identified a different problem area: that of the ability to write mature, clear expository prose. OF 
the 20 students in the course, at least 15 were noticeably deficient in this skill. Though the 
professor gave abundant feedback on the required essays with regard to the expository prose and 
engaged in some discussion thereof during class time, this in the end proved insufficient. Hence, 
the next time the course will be taught -- it was not taught in AY23-24 -- the syllabus will be 


