Form E-1-A for Boston College Core Curriculum

Department/Program: Art History

1)

2)

3)

Have formal learning outcomes for the department’s Core courses been developed? What are
they? (What specific sets of skills and knowledge does the department expect students
completing its Core courses to have acquired?)

In 2022-2023 we streamlined our learning goals for the Arts Core in Art History to the following
three criteria:

e Students will be able to analyze the relationship between art and its historical context in
a broadly defined geographic area and time span.

e Students will be able to fluently describe the formal properties of objects and images,
explaining how they construct and convey meaning.

e Students will be able to make logical, clearly reasoned arguments about the purpose
and meaning of art in human history.

Where are these learning outcomes published? Be specific. (Where are the department’s
expected learning outcomes for its Core courses accessible: on the web, in the catalog, or in
your department handouts?)

They are published on our department website: https://www.bc.edu/bc-
web/schools/morrissey/departments/art/programs/art-history/major-
minor.html#:~:text=Learning%200utcomes-
Learning%200utcomes,discipline’'s%20subfields%20across%20the%20globe.
Other than GPA, what data/evidence is used to determine whether students have achieved
the stated outcomes for the Core requirement? (What evidence and analytical approaches do
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5)

6)

Art History faculty read a selection of the papers in May. The collected data is submitted
the DUS (see below). The Art History faculty meet to discuss the results in the fall
semester.
What were the assessment results and what changes have been made as a result of using this
data/evidence? (What were the major assessment findings? Have there been any recent
changes to your curriculum or program? How did the assessment data contribute to those
changes?
As stated above, this year we streamlined the Learning Outcomes for Arts Core.
Date of the most recent program review. (Your latest comprehensive departmental self-study
and external review.)
2012 (external review)

Aurelia Campbell

Paper 1: Jenny (Yingxiao) Wang. Rating: 5/5. Comments: This paper compares J. M. W.
Turner’s The Slave Ship to an excerpt from Thomas Clarkson’s “The History of the Rise, Progress
and Accomplishment of the Abolition of the African Slave-Trade.” The student appears to grasp
the historical context of the painting and comes up with a strong thesis comparing the two
works. Especially successful were the author’s arguments about the strong emotions conveyed
through both the painting and the text.

Paper 2: Liam Conroy. Rating: 5/5. Comments: This paper engages in a careful comparison
between Seurat’s A Sunday on La Grande Jatte to Ogden Rood’s Modern Chromatics. The
author makes many detailed comparisons between the painting and specific principles outlined
within the book. He engages in close observation and appears to understand the ways in which
color theory is incorporated into the painting. The author also extends the discussion to









(e.g. explicitly identifying the ship as the Zong), which would lead to a greater understanding of
how the painting and the text diverge. But the overall analysis of the commonalities between
the painting and the document is strong.



