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obey an unbreakable chain of cause and e�ect. And so while what we in our naivete experience as choices made
from free will, the fuller understanding of nature tells us that those things are in fact the results of an unbroken
sequence of cause and e�ect, beyond the control of our petty free-riding consciousness. As all matter is
determined in its motion by the iron laws of nature, so too is human choice. This is the core idea of
determinism, a philosophical response to the question of free will that predates modern science, but which some
researchers in contemporary neǷ⨀ rery ear  
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contributing to overcoming that problem. Often in attributing the cause of some behavior to a societal-level
cause, it can either feel di


